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"Pause" on Indoor Seating
We all thought we would be open for indoor
seating for food & beverage service on
Thursday, but Governor Murphy has put
indoor seating on indefinite hold in what he
calls a "Pause". We will keep everyone
abreast if this changes and hope it is short
term.
In the meantime, we remain open for outdoor
seating and dining. Upon entering the Lodge,
all members must present their current
membership card, sign in and have their
temperature taken at the registration desk in the office on the ground floor. You will not be
admitted if you are not current with your annual dues. You can pay your dues or pick up
your new card at the registration desk.
Members will be allowed to bring one guest and each guest must also sign in and out.
In addition, we are ready to issue pin codes to all members in good standing as of July
10th. All members who have paid their annual dues will be sent an email with their unique
6 digit pass code. The pin codes will be active starting July 15th.
There are specific guidelines mandated by Governor Murphy that we must all follow or you
will be asked to leave the lodge. They are:
Food and beverage orders can only be placed when you are seated at a table, and
only staff can bring food and beverages to the table. Please Do Not Approach or
Stand at the Bar.
All members and their guests must wear face coverings unless they are seated.
This doesn't apply to anyone who has a medical exemption for wearing a face
mask.
Tables and lodge members must remain six feet apart in all directions.
Members and guests May Not Walk Around while drinking or eating and must
remain seated.
Hours of Operation Remain the Same - Last call 10 PM and Lodge closes after the
Eleven O'Clock Toast.
It is essential that our members and guests follow these rules in order for us to continue to
operate. Those who ignore our rules will be asked to leave the Lodge.
We sincerely hope that you and your families are safe and we look forward to seeing you
on the rooftop.
Rick Wolffe
exaltedruler@summitelks1246.org

Mike Helmer
chairoftrustees@summitelks1246.org

Regular Lodge Meeting
Wednesday July 15th at 8 PM
In accordance with Governor Murphy's executive orders on indoor gatherings, we will be
resuming our regular Lodge business meetings on Wednesday July 15 at 8 PM. This will
be the first business meeting since Covid-19 shut us down. At this time, ballroom capacity
is limited to 47 people with social distancing in place. The agenda for the meeting will be
e-mailed to all members in advance and will include a vote on the annual budget and the
re-reading of By-Law changes which were read at our last meeting in March.
Our annual budget for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2021 was approved by our
Trustees at a Trustee/Officer meeting conducted by conference call on Wednesday May
20. Given the uncertainty due to Covid-19, this budget assumes significantly reduced bar
and ballroom revenue and a significantly lower operating profit as compared to last year.

Get to Know Ted Scallon, Your New Esteemed Lecturing Knight

TJ, Ted and Theresa Scallon
Thank you and congratulations to Ted Scallon for serving as Esteemed Lecturing Knight
for the 2020-2021 term. Continuing with our monthly introductions of new officers, Ted
was gracious in providing a brief Q&A to help lodge members get to know him. Ted
offered the following responses to our questions via email.
Please give us some background on your life. Where did you grow up, what did you
do for work and where do you currently live?
I was born (1940) and raised in Gerritsen Beach, Brooklyn, where I played organized
sandlot baseball with hall-of-famer Joe Torre. I then attended St. John’s Prep on a
baseball scholarship. In 1961, I joined the New York Army National Guard and received
an Honorable Discharge after eight years. During that time, I took night classes at Long
Island University and ultimately earned my MBA-Finance degree. In 1975 I moved to
Syracuse, NY to continue my career in the banking industry. My wife and I moved to
Springfield five years ago.
Please tell us a bit more about your family. Are you the only Elk in your family?
My wife Sally and I have been married for 53 years and currently live in Springfield. We
raised three children who now reside in New Jersey and Virginia. We enjoy our six
grandchildren, one of whom has special needs. We moved to Summit/Springfield 5 years
ago to be close to family – specifically our oldest son TJ, his wife Theresa and their two

daughters. TJ and Theresa are both Elk members at the Summit Lodge.
What do you like to do in your spare time?
I enjoy working out at the gym, walking 2-3 miles a day at Briant Park and playing a round
of golf with friends.
How long have you been an Elk? Why did you join?
I joined the Summit Elks Lodge four years ago. Upon leaving Syracuse, a good friend and
local Syracuse attorney, Steve Helmer, the older brother of Chair Mike Helmer, told me I
must join the Elks in Summit. After some research, I walked in one day and picked up an
application from Lucy. The rest is history.
As the chair of the Special Children’s Committee, what are your thoughts on Camp
Moore being cancelled and the impact on the children?
Camp Moore is a wonderful place for children with special needs. Our lodge sponsored 16
kids this year, slightly down from 19 last year. Canceling camp this year was unfortunately
necessary, but I feel for the kids who so looked forward to attending. Fortunately, primarily
through the efforts of our Exalted Ruler, our lodge was able to redirect the Camp Moore
sponsorship funds to local charities involved with special needs children.
Why did you become an officer?
I became an officer because I believe strongly in our mission and to further solidify my
volunteer involvement. I have a long history of being heavily involved with not-for-profit
entities in Syracuse. I was a founding board member and president at the first CNY
Ronald McDonald House. I was also a founding board member and chair of the
investment committee for the Community Foundation of Western and Central New York
concentrating on supporting children in poverty. I continue as a VP/board member and
member of the Executive Committee at Elmcrest Children’s Center, an entity that dates
back to 1848. I currently serve as Emeritus at LeMoyne College, a Jesuit school, after 30
years as a member of the Board of Regents.
What do you like most about being a member of the Benevolent and Protective
Order of the Elks?
When we moved to Summit/Springfield five years ago, I was in a new state and didn’t
know anyone aside from family. Since joining the BPOE, I’ve been involved with wonderful
members and look forward to developing more meaningful relationships moving forward.
What do you consider to be the biggest opportunity for growth/improvement at our
Lodge?
I believe we need to get more of our younger members involved in committees. When new
members are inducted, we need to develop a strategy where they become more involved.
I’ve been part of many induction ceremonies, but I rarely see these new members again
afterwards. Perhaps our Lodge should sponsor a cocktail party so they can “break the ice”
with Trustees, Officers and Committee Chairs. Personally, I would enjoy talking to such a
group about Camp Moore in detail – although public speaking is not one of my strong
suits.

We are Open!
The anticipation is over.....the Lodge Rooftop has finally opened in a limited capacity! Our
outdoor seating started and is limited to 26. Members are allowed to bring a guest who is
a significant other or close family member. We will be monitoring this closely and if we
reach capacity, members will be given priority access.
We're asking members to keep our lodge safe, please practice social distancing and wear
a face mask entering the lodge. Once you reach your table you can remove your covering.
When leaving your table wear your face covering to use restrooms, go to the bar or exit
the Lodge. Only members in good standing will be allowed to enter the lodge, membership
cards will be checked at the door. For those who do not have their new cards, they are
available for pick up at the front door.

Mike Helmer enjoying time with members

Robin and Rich Callaghan, Lauren and Phil
Cook and Maria Manion relaxing at the
rooftop after years of hard work to get to
this day.

Exalted Ruler Rick Wolffe and Secretary
Lauren Cook enjoy the rooftop

Luke Beshar and Tracy Lippes enjoying a
sunset from the rooftop

Barbara, John and Lou DeSocio

Our officers and trustees being socially responsible wearing masks at the rooftop opening

Trustee Mike Helmer and Exulted Ruler Rick Wolffe hanging the Elk Flag
announcing the opening of the Rooftop

Not only is the rooftop great during the day,
but it is beautiful at night with the moon
shining bright.

We are looking forward to the day this bar
is full with people.

The Lodge's Ballroom and first floor bar have been spruced up and ready to open for
meetings and events as soon as we get the go-ahead. We were fortunate to receive a
donation of new furniture for the ballroom from an anonymous donor.

We Have Room for More on the Donor Wall
Not only have we installed over 400 inscribed wall tiles from our generous donors and
have another 50 prepped for installation, we have room for more tiles. If you would like to

order one, please click here. All proceeds are earmarked for the Rooftop Project and, once
fully furnished, any excess funds will be applied to pay down the debt our Lodge incurred
to finish the project.

Members looking for their wall tile
There is room for more donor wall tiles which can be ordered by clicking here.

Food Drive
The Summit Elks along with Summit
Cub Scout Pack 360 held a "no contact"
food drive for Summit Helping Its
People (SHIP). Founded in 1991 by
citizens of Summit to serve the
homeless and those at risk of
homelessness in Summit. Members
were asked to drop off canned goods,
paper products and breakfast bars at
the Calvary Episcopal Church during
two weekends in June. Over 570 items
were collected: top items were 117 cans
of tuna, 45 boxes of pasta, 29 lbs of
sugar and 26 jars of peanut butter.
Special thanks to Kevin Feehan and his
Cub Scout Pack who organized this
event. For more information on SHIP
click here

Lodge Secretary and Performer
Lauren Cook, our lodge secretary, not only keeps everything moving smoothly at the
Lodge but is also a performer. Lauren and fellow Elk Jay Moldave performed in front of the
Summit diner Thursday, June 18th for everyone's enjoyment. This was part of the music
program every Thursday and Friday in downtown Summit for the month of June.
Some of you may remember Lauren and the band Lennox Underground performed at a
special rooftop fundraiser last year.

As we try to get back to some type of normal, we held our first initiation
since February with Social Distancing in Place

New members and officers practicing safety measures and wearing masks. Please
welcome our new members: Kai Carino, Justin Cise, Kate Grieco, Justin Hong, Hoa Le,

John Madia, William Mangan, John McCarty, Max Porrino, Pamela Randazzo, James
Strabley and Robert Weck.

During these difficult times for all lodges, comes a message of hope and
perseverance from Our District Vice President Doreen Duffy

Committee Updates
Special Children's Committee
Even though Camp Moore has been
canceled, the fun will continue for the
campers our lodge and other lodges
were sponsoring. Each camper
registered will receive a "Camper Bag"
and are invited to attend a reallocated
summer session online. The summer
program will run Monday through
Friday, with campers will meeting twice
a day via Zoom. The morning session

will focus on craft activities using items
supplied in the bag they received. The
afternoon session will include larger
camp programs which will be streamed,
such as game shows/trivia/bingo etc.

Special Children's Committee ChairTed
Scallon delivering "Camper Bag" to
Quinn Phillips, whose dad is a Summit
Elk.

NJ State Elks Army of Hope Golf
Outing
The 15th Annual Arthur "RT" Mayer Jr Golf
Outing will take place on Friday August 7th
at 9:00 AM. Join us at:
Fox Hollow Golf Club
59 Fox Chase Run
Branchburg, NJ
The cost is $125.00 per golfer and Tee
Sponsorships are available. For more
information contact:
Brian Murphy (201)370-7496,
babmc64@msn.com
Bob Colwell (908) 230-7345,
coach2649@gmail.com
Stan Reynolds (609) 914-5661,
reynoldsstan@ymail.com

Visiting Other Lodges
If your travels take you near an Elks Lodge in the area you are visiting, please go and say
hello. Take a picture there and we will publish it in our next issue.

Although Lodges in New Jersey were closed, Valerie Venterina and John Feeley found a
lodge in Florida open and visited the Naples Elk Lodge 2010

Special Thanks
Is there is a healthcare worker, EMS, Police, Firefighter or anyone else who is helping us
through the Coronavirus that you would like to recognize or thank? Send us their name
and what they do and we will add your thanks to our newsletter each month.

Special thanks go out to one of our own,
Armondo Farias. Armondo has been an
employee of our lodge and is responsible
for cleaning/sanitizing and keeping our
lodge safe. Thank you Armondo!

John DeSocio brought pizza to Summit's
Finest.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
Deerpath Construction

With over 40 years of experience, Deerpath
has become an established leader in the
field of historic restoration and
preservation. Our services include
rehabilitation, stonework, masonry
cleaning, brickwork and waterproofing. Visit
us at http://deerpath.com/

TSP Capital Management Group
Our professional team provides customized investment
management services for individuals, families and trusts.
We are registered with the SEC under the investment
advisers act of 1940. Please visit us at tspcapitalmgt.com
or contact Senior Portfolio Manager Richard "Rick" Wolffe,
CFA by clicking here.

Fiorino Ristorante
Fiorino Ristorante’s interior is warm,
reflecting the clubby sensibilities of the
surrounding area while also paying tribute
to Siena, Florence and Tuscany’s storied
past. The multi-room restaurant offers a
choice to observe passers-by in the glass
storefront, at the twenty-seat mahogany
bar, the main dining room or the wine room,
surrounded by wine bottles on display
behind mahogany and glass doors. Visit us
at http://fiorino.com/

Reiner Insurance
Trust comes first. As a full service, independent agency,
Reiner Insurance is dedicated to working with you to
pinpoint the right coverage for your specific needs. If you
are looking for top quality insurance at competitive rates,
you’ve come to the right place. Our knowledgeable agents
can write policies throughout New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania. For more information, e-mail Jack Reiner by
clicking here and please visit us at reinerinsurance.com.

Avelino & Hartlaub
Avelino & Hartlaub, LLP is a boutique law
firm created by the merger of two dynamic,

long-standing Summit, NJ firms: Hartlaub &
Dotten and the Avelino Law Firm. Our
attorneys offer experience in a wide array of
practice areas, including real estate; wills, estates & trusts; tax law; land use law; litigation;
and corporate matters. For more information, e-mail Jude Avelino by clicking here and visit
us at avelinohartlaub.com.

DCC Diversified Capital Credit
DCC makes Financing your Business
Equipment Fast & Easy! Visit us
at: www.dicapcredit.com. or 908-647-4500.
“Providing Businesses with the Means
to get to ahead for over 25 years.”

We Are Big On Business
Whether you are just getting started or are
already established, we have business
banking solutions that will help move your
business forward. Contact Janine Grieco at
the Summit Branch at 908-273-8150, or
visit us on-line at investorsbank.com

Classic Construction
Classic Construction Services specializes
in all types of home improvements and
commercial renovations. We are a full
service construction and home
improvement company that has remodeled
many homes in Summit and surrounding
areas. Our services include additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, renovations, roofing,
masonry, carpentry, painting, new
construction, windows, doors, ceilings,
decks and we also specialize in mold,
water and fire remediation. 908-273-5252
Click here for more information

For more information and for rates to post sponsors' ads, please contact our Editor-inChief, kathleen@harrisonreed.com.

LINKS FOR ADDITIONAL ELKDOM NEWS
Summit Elks Lodge 1246: summitelks1246.org
Grand Lodge: elks.org
New Jersey Elks www.njelks.org
Elks National Foundation elks.org/enf
Grand Lodge District Deputy Barbara Brennan
District Vice President Doreen Duffy

