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Trustee - 5 Yr. - Steve Matthews
Trustee - 4 Yr. - Luke Beshar
Trustee – 3 Yr. - Mike Williams, PER
Trustee – 2 Yr. - Rich Callaghan
Trustee – 1 Yr. - Mike Helmer, Chair
chairoftrustees@summitelks1246.org
Presiding Justice – Mike Mezzacca
Mediator – Steve Timoni
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Americanism - Tim Saburn
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Veterans - Lou DeSocio
Youth - Mike Williams
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Pete Holmes, Andrew Bowyer
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PER - Past Exalted Ruler

Yes We Will Reopen!
Although we have not yet received any
guidance from the State or City on how we will
reopen, we have been planning our reopening
based on how other lodges, bars and
restaurants have opened. We are evaluating
alternative seating and entry plans, have
installed hand sanitizers on each floor of the
Lodge, and have purchased no-touch
thermometers to check temperatures. When
our elected officials issue the go ahead for reopening, we will be ready with both mandated
and recommended safety measures in place.
It is probably a safe bet to expect that our capacity will be limited, and that we may be
forced to restrict patronage to only members and their close family members. That said,
members who have not paid their current annual membership dues will not be permitted
entry. We will have Lodge staff/officers at the door to check members' admittance into the
Lodge. Given that most of our members have not received their current membership cards
we will also be issuing cards at the door to paid members,
At our monthly Trustees meeting conducted by conference call Wednesday May 20, the
Trustees approved our annual budget for the current fiscal year ending March 31, 2021.
Given the uncertainty due to Covid-19 and operating restrictions, this budget assumes
significantly reduced bar and ballroom revenues. We are pleased that even with less
revenue, membership dues and rental income from our tenant Fiorino should provide
sufficient funding to operate our Lodge at break-even or slightly better after expenses and
mortgage servicing costs for this fiscal year. This budget is subject to review and approval
by our membership, which will occur once we are given the green light to open the Lodge
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and restart regular monthly Lodge business meetings. Grand Lodge Statutes also allow
for amending the budget during the year if necessary.
As we reported last month, we have been working to collect the annual membership dues
from all of our members, and we are pleased that over 1400 of our 2050 members have
already done so. This is an increase of around 200 over the past month, raising $36,000
which goes to fund our Lodge operating budget.
We understand that some of our members may be facing hardship and uncertainty, but as
membership dues are vitally important to our Lodge’s financial health at this time, if you
haven’t paid them and can pay them without any hardship, we would request that you do
so as soon as you are able. Dues can be paid on line by clicking here or by mailing a
check to the Lodge.

We sincerely hope that in the meantime you and your families are safe and doing as well
as possible.
Rick Wolffe
exaltedruler@summitelks1246.org
Mike Helmer
chairoftrustees@summitelks1246.org

Steve and Amy Matthews with their daughter Sarah Jane, a new graduate of George
Washington University, and a member of our lodge

Get to Know Your New Officers

Thank you and congratulations to Amy and Steve Matthews for serving as officers for the
2020-2021 term. Amy will serve as Esteemed Leading Knight, and her husband Steve will
serve as 5-year Trustee. Amy and Steve were gracious in providing a brief Q&A to help
lodge members get to know them. Next month we will feature another new officer.
Amy offered the following responses to our questions via email:
Please tell us about yourselves and your family. Where did you grow up and where
do you currently live?
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I grew up in Columbus, Ohio, and Steve grew up in Bernardsville, NJ. We live together in
Chatham. Steve is an attorney and I am a dementia consultant working with families and
providing professional training.
How long have you been an Elk, and how did you become an officer?
Steve has been an Elk for about two years, and I have been an Elk for a little over a year.
When Rick asked me to serve as the Leading Knight and Steve to serve as Trustee, we
gladly accepted and are looking forward to working with all the members of the Summit
Elks Lodge.
What do you like most about being a member of the Benevolent and Protective
Order of the Elks?
We enjoy the camaraderie, and we believe in the mission and values of the organization.
For me, this is also a wonderful way to honor my great-grandfather who was an Elk and
manager of the Columbus, Ohio Elks Lodge.
What do you consider to be the biggest opportunity for growth and improvement at
our lodge?
Our lodge is already a valued member of the community, and we have an impressive
membership. Our biggest opportunity for growth is in better engaging the members we
have, which includes increasing participation at meetings and encouraging more
charitable donations.

Memorial Day Celebration
Special thanks to Summit Mayor Nora Radest for allowing us to hold a small, socially
distant Memorial Day ceremony on the Village Green in honor of those who never come
home. We were honored to preside over this ceremony along with our fellow member
Lieutenant Colonel William Rapp U.S. Army (Retired).
The ceremony began with Bugler Mark Noonan playing "Call to Colors" and "Taps" as our
Flag was raised and then lowered to half mast. The ceremony ended with Emerald
Society Piper Ed McNany playing "Amazing Grace." Thank you to Lucy Leonard for
arranging the flowers and music and to those who attended the ceremony.

Mike Yannacone USMC Raised and
Lowered the Colors

The Call to Colors & Taps
by Mark Noonan
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Trustee Mike Helmer Leading
Everyone in Prayer

Ed McNany Played Amazing Grace

Medal of Honor Monument Honoring
Two Summit Residents Which Our
Lodge Helped Fund

About 25 of Our Members Attended the
Ceremony, Abiding by the Governor's
Guidelines
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Lt. Col. Rapp (Retired), ER Rick Wolffe
and Trustee Mike Helmer Presided Over
the Ceremony

ER Wolffe, Summit Council President
Marjorie Fox, Mayor Radest and and Lt.
Col. Rapp

Hometown Heroes
As you walk or drive through Berkeley Heights, New Providence and Summit, take a look
at the banners on display of those who have served to keep our country safe. Banners are
hung before Memorial Day and Veterans Day each year. This program seeks to recognize
those veterans (living or deceased) as well as active military. Give thanks to our
servicemen and woman -- many are members of our lodge or the parents or children of
members.
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Special Children's Committee
Each year the Summit Lodge supports
special needs children by sponsoring
attendance at a fun-filled week at Elks
Camp Moore in the Ramapo Mountains.
Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 virus,
Camp Moore won't open this summer. The
lodge will receive a refund for the children
we were sponsoring. In our continued effort
to support children with special needs, our
officers and trustees voted to make a
donation of $2,000 to Youth Consultation
Services. YCS provides services to
thousands of New Jersey families who
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/SUMMIT-LODGE-1246-NEWSLETTER.html?soid=1108026269876&aid=ydeZi5xmgAY
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have school-age and adult children with
special needs.

One proud father!

Past Exalted Ruler Mike Williams is the proud father of the new Chief of Police and Office
of Emergency Management Coordinator for the borough of New Providence. Theresa
Gazaway was sworn in to the position of Chief on Friday May 1st, surrounded by family
and fellow officers. Chief Gazaway is a long time New Providence resident with deep roots
in the community --and also a Summit Elk! She and her husband Ron were married and
raised their two children in the Borough. She is the first female Police Chief in Union
County history.

Time is running out to get your
Scholarship applications submitted!
NJ Elks Vocational Scholarship- Each of the 12 districts
in NJ give a one-time $1,000 award to two students, one
male and one female. It is for students who have
completed their secondary education requirements and
plan to attend or are attending a post secondary school to
pursue a certificate or credential in a vocational or
technical program. The NJ Elks Vocational Scholarship submission deadline
has been extended to June 15 from May 15. Applications are available on line
by clicking here.

New Jersey Elks Family Scholarship - These $750 scholarships are available to
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren (step-children, step-grandchildren
and step-great-grand-children) of New Jersey Elks. High school seniors as well as
college freshman, sophomores and juniors can apply. A student should apply each
year of eligibility. NJ Elks Family Scholarship timeline will be slightly modified.
Application must be made to the Sponsoring Elks lodge secretary by June 30 (a
two-week extension). Judging will take place by mid-August and all applicants will
be notified via email as to their status by August 24. The application is posted on
our Lodge web site and can be reached by clicking here.
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Rooftop Update
As we wait for guidance from Governor Murphy on reopening our lodge, we are pleased
that the Project is complete and we are awaiting the final building inspection and issuance
of our Certificate of Occupancy. Last week we had our final fire inspection.
We're pleased that donations continue to come in which will allow us to fully furnish our
Rooftop and replace aged furniture in the ballroom and second floor bar.
We recently received a significant donation which will allow us to fund the indoor fireplace
that had been removed from the construction budget. In addition, an anonymous donor
has given our lodge beautiful artwork and furniture, including wing back chairs for the
rooftop lounge and settees for the ladies room and lobby, and servers for the ballroom.
At this writing we still need to fund the outdoor television and furniture for the patio.

Hand Sanitizers Have Been Installed on
Each Floor of the Lodge
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Donated Art Work

Settee at the Top of the Stairs and In the
Ladies Room

Everyday a Step Closer! Sprinkler and
Fire Protection System Pass Inspection.
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Mike Helmer Relaxing in One of the New Donated Chairs

Lou DeSocio Moved the New Server to
the Ballroom With One Hand...Lol

Donor Wall Tile Installation
We Have Room for More Donor Wall
We have installed 400 inscribed wall tiles from our generous donors and have another 50
prepped for installation, but we have a temporary hold in order to fill in more blank tiles
around the televisions to make room for the inscribed tiles.
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As shown in the sequence of photos below, we have room for more tiles and if you would
like to order one please click here. All proceeds are earmarked for the Rooftop Project
and, once fully furnished, any excess funds will be applied to pay down the debt our
Lodge incurred to finish the project.

First Step of Tile Installation Were Blank Tiles Under the BPOE 1246 Sign

Next Came Installation of Inscribed Tiles by Steve Escott
with Mike Helmer Checking Progress
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We Have Around 60 More Tiles Queued Up for Installation After We Install More
Blanks Around the Televisions

Kelly F. Ahern
It is with heavy hearts we announce the passing of our brother Kelly F. Ahern on April 14,
2020 in Key West, Florida at the age of 58.
He was a member of Summit Elks 1246, volunteering his culinary talents at our Wildwood
Conventions and local events for most of his 32 years as a member.
Kelly was born in Summit, NJ on May 23, 1961. He grew up in New Providence, NJ and
graduated from New Providence High School before becoming the owner and chief
operator of Camper Kelly's Backyard BBQ.
Kelly was a kind soul who cared deeply for his family and friends. He was especially close
to his mother, A. Joan Ahern, with whom he was in constant contact. Kelly is survived by
his mother, sisters Sharon Ahern McDonough of Twp. of Washington, NJ and Judy Terzian
of Pleasant Hills California, brothers Raymond "Ace" Ahern (Barbara) of Ft. Collins,
Colorado and Stewart Ahern (Susan) of Whitehouse Station, NJ. Kelly is predeceased by
his father, Raymond C. Ahern and his brother Steven M. Ahern. Kelly will also be missed
by his nieces and nephews.
Many of his friends and family have described him as one of a kind, a unique guy with a
great sense of humor and easy going attitude who made people smile and laugh.
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Kelly is cherished in our hearts as a humble, fun, kind man and we take comfort that you
are now resting in peace.
A celebration of Kelly's life will take place sometime in the future. If you would like to
purchase a tree in the memorial grove you may do so by visiting the site below and
clicking on his name.
http://www.treesforachange.com/products/custom-grove-of-trees

Special Thanks
Is there is a healthcare worker, EMS, Police, Firefighter or anyone else who is helping us
through the Coronavirus that you would like to recognize or thank? Send us their name
and what they do and we will add your thanks to our newsletter each month.
Special thanks go out to Dr. Sheila Rao, who specializes in Anesthesiology and
is affiliated with St Joseph's University Medical Center and St Joseph's Wayne
Hospital. Sheila is currently diagnosing and comforting Covid-19 patients at Clara Maass
Medical Center in Belleville NJ. We appreciate everything you do to keep us safe.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
Deerpath Construction
With over 40 years of experience, Deerpath
has become an established leader in the
field of historic restoration and
preservation. Our services include
rehabilitation, stonework, masonry
cleaning, brickwork and waterproofing. Visit
us at http://deerpath.com/

TSP Capital Management Group
Our professional team provides customized investment
management services for individuals, families and trusts.
We are registered with the SEC under the investment
advisers act of 1940. Please visit us at tspcapitalmgt.com
or contact Senior Portfolio Manager Richard "Rick" Wolffe,
CFA by clicking here .

Fiorino Ristorante
Fiorino Ristorante’s interior is warm,
reflecting the clubby sensibilities of the
surrounding area while also paying tribute
to Siena, Florence and Tuscany’s storied
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past. The multi-room restaurant offers a
choice to observe passers-by in the glass
storefront, at the twenty-seat mahogany
bar, the main dining room or the wine room,
surrounded by wine bottles on display
behind mahogany and glass doors. Visit us
at http://fiorino.com/

Reiner Insurance
Trust comes first. As a full service, independent agency,
Reiner Insurance is dedicated to working with you to
pinpoint the right coverage for your specific needs. If you
are looking for top quality insurance at competitive rates,
you’ve come to the right place. Our knowledgeable agents
can write policies throughout New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania. For more information, e-mail Jack Reiner by
clicking here and please visit us at reinerinsurance.com.

Avelino & Hartlaub
Avelino & Hartlaub, LLP is a boutique law
firm created by the merger of two dynamic,
long-standing Summit, NJ firms: Hartlaub &
Dotten and the Avelino Law Firm. Our attorneys offer experience in a wide array of
practice areas, including real estate; wills, estates & trusts; tax law; land use law; litigation;
and corporate matters. For more information, e-mail Jude Avelino by clicking here and visit
us at avelinohartlaub.com.

DCC Diversified Capital Credit
DCC makes Financing your Business
Equipment Fast & Easy! Visit us at:
www.dicapcredit.com . or 908-647-4500 .
“Providing Businesses with the Means
to get to ahead for over 25 years.”
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We Are Big On Business
Whether you are just getting started or are
already established, we have business
banking solutions that will help move your
business forward. Contact Janine Grieco at
the Summit Branch at 908-273-8150, or
visit us on-line at investorsbank.com

Classic Construction
Classic Construction Services specializes
in all types of home improvements and
commercial renovations. We are a full
service construction and home
improvement company that has remodeled
many homes in Summit and surrounding
areas. Our services include additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, renovations, roofing,
masonry, carpentry, painting, new
construction, windows, doors, ceilings,
decks and we also specialize in mold,
water and fire remediation. 908-273-5252
Click here for more information

For more information and for rates to post sponsors' ads, please contact our Editor-inChief, kathleen@harrisonreed.com.

LINKS FOR ADDITIONAL ELKDOM NEWS
Summit Elks Lodge 1246: summitelks1246.org
Grand Lodge: elks.org
New Jersey Elks www.njelks.org
Elks National Foundation elks.org/enf
Grand Lodge District Deputy Barbara Brennan
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District Vice President Danielle Reed
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