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Reminders
Our Lodge hit a record of new
members for the fiscal year ending
March 31st. For the year, we initiated
more than 300 new members and
had a net increase in total
membership of 130 to finish the year
with 2050 members.
Lucy Leonard was the top proposer
of new members in the United States
and all of Elkdom, and Mike Helmer
was not far behind finishing in fifth
place.
Please visit the websites of our new
sponsors found at the end of our
newsletter.
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We Will be Back!
Although it seems like forever since we were last
together at the Lodge during these unprecedented
times for our Country and Community, we want to
ensure to you that We Will be Back! And we
sincerely hope that in the meantime you and your
families are safe and doing as well as possible.
As we all know our Lodge has been closed to limit
the exposure to and transmission of this awful
virus. The exact date that we will reopen is
currently unknown but Governor Murphy has
provided some general guidelines on a phased reopening of our economy, but not yet provided a
specific timetable. Rest assured, when we do reopen it will be when it is deemed absolutely safe
by our state and local officials, and with mandated
and recommended safety measures in place.
Moreover, it will be with our new 3 rd floor rooftop bar and lounge and second floor
renovation completely finished. By this point we had anticipated celebrating the grand reopening and looking forward to the greatest year in the history of Summit Lodge
1246. Unfortunately, that has been unavoidably delayed but we are pleased that all
required funding is now in place to pay the final bills and to close-out the project subject to
final inspection and punch list items. Thank you to all of you for making this happen. We
have an update with some recent pictures elsewhere in this newsletter.
While we are waiting to be reunited in Elkdom at the Lodge, we still consider ourselves
fortunate. We have a wonderful membership, great staff and beautiful facility that we will
all be able to enjoy in the spirit of renewed fellowship and community as soon as
circumstances allow. During this time, we pledge to fulfill and continue our commitments
to our charitable endeavors supporting our emergency health care providers and
continuing to serve the needs of our communities’ special children and veterans.
As is also self-evident, the closing of our Lodge, like virtually all other hospitality-based
entities, has brought our operating revenue to a screeching halt and placed a strain on our
reserves. In response, your Trustees have put a freeze on all non-essential budgeted
expenditures at this time. As you also know, we have been following up to collect our
annual dues for our current fiscal year from all of our members as soon as possible. We
understand that some of our members may be facing hardship and uncertainty, but as
membership dues are of extreme importance at this time, if you haven’t paid them, we
would request that you do so as soon as you are able. We are pleased that over 1200 of
our 2050 members have already done so.
One other thought to keep in mind. As we all should know the Fiorino Restaurant is our
tenant and one of the sponsors of this newsletter. We are pleased that Fiorino has stayed

open for curb-side pickup, and if you are doing take out please consider their menu by
clicking here.
As always, we thank you for your support, and until we see you at the Lodge, please stay
safe!
Fraternally yours,
Rick Wolffe
exaltedruler@summitelks1246.org
Mike Helmer
chairoftrustees@summitelks1246.org

$2,000 Donated to Overlook for PPE
Our lodge answered the call to help our health care
workers at Overlook Medical Center. Following the
appeal in March's newsletter from brother Elk, Dr. David
Daniels, our Elks National Foundation Chair Kathy
Preacher applied and secured a $2,000 "Gratitude Grant"
from ENF. The $2,000 was sent to Overlook and is to be
used for Protective Personal Equipment. Thank you
Kathy!!

Random Acts of Kindness by Our Members
Thank You Overlook ER!
Our Lodge Esquire, Lou DeSocio has been
delivering bagels and cream cheese to the
Overlook Emergency Room every morning
since Easter Sunday.

Thank You First Aid Squad!
One morning each week, Lou has arranged
with the owner of the Summit Diner to give
a breakfast sandwich and a coffee to each
of the members of the Summit First Aid
Squad to thank them for being our first
responders during this pandemic.
Mark Brown has donated a wall tile in our new Rooftop Lounge honoring our Health Care
workers, inscribed to "Our Health Care Heroes", which will hold a prominent place on our
donor wall.

Overlook Medical Center Auxiliary Hope & Gratitude Signs
By now you may have seen these cheerful signs all
over our neighborhoods. The Overlook Auxiliary,
which has been serving Overlook Medical Center
for over 100 years, is asking for help to support
Overlook by purchasing a Hope & Gratitude lawn
sign for $25. All the funds raised go to Overlook to
support unmet needs during this pandemic. To buy
a sign please click here.

Teresa Gazaway Named Chief of Police in New Providence

Fellow Elk Teresa Gazaway, daughter of Past Exalted Ruler Mike Williams, was named
Chief of Police and Office of Emergency Management Coordinator for the borough of New
Providence. Chief Gazaway began her career in law enforcement after being accepted
into the Alternate Route Program at the John H. Stamler Police Academy in July 1995 and
was subsequently hired by the New Providence Police Department. Her assignments have
included Patrolman, Traffic Safety Officer, Bicycle Officer, DARE Officer, Senior Citizen
Liaison, Detective, Patrol Commander and Detective Bureau Commander. Chief Gazaway
was promoted to Sergeant in 2006, Lieutenant in 2010 and Captain in 2017. She currently
serves as the Accreditation Manager for the department and oversees day to day
operations.
She has served as the President of The Union County DARE Officer’s Association and
Vice President of the New Providence P.B.A., Local #132. Chief Gazaway also serves as
a staff instructor at the John H. Stamler Police Academy and an assessor for the
NJSACOP Accreditation Program.
Chief Gazaway is a long time New Providence resident with deep roots in the
community. She and her husband Ron were married and raised their two children in the
Borough.

Keeping One of Summit's
Finest In Our Thoughts
Summit Police Officer Anthony
Pyzik was monitoring a pursuit of
a stolen vehicle when it collided
head on with the police car,
causing extensive damage to the
officer. Officer Pyzik will require
several surgeries to repair
fractures he sustained.
Let's keep Officer Pyzik and his
family in our thoughts and prayers.

Your Lodge Needs Your Annual Dues!!
Many thanks to the nearly 1200 members who have paid their annual dues!
In these unprecedented times, with our bar and event business temporarily shut, the
continued support of our members is essential to ensuring our lodge is maintained and will
be ready to open when we can.
Accordingly, if you haven’t already done so, you can provide your support by paying your
dues, so that we can keep the Lodge financially healthy and continue our service to the
community.
Though our lodge remains closed, there is still plenty happening so that our beautifully
renovated Lodge will be ready for members when we get the go-ahead from the state and
city. Lodge Officers and Trustees are meeting weekly, in a socially distant manner, to
oversee the completion of our Rooftop Project, prepare contingency operating plans,
implement prudent fiscal policies, and make plans for our phased re-opening.
We are also pleased that we have been able to continue charitable support of our local
community through recent donations of personal protective equipment (PPE) and cash to
Overlook Hospital.
Therefore, if you have not already paid your annual dues, please take a moment to
support your Lodge. Dues can be paid by check made out to "Summit Elks Lodge 1246"
and dropped off or mailed to the lodge, or a quick and easy way is to pay on line; just
click Pay my dues.
If you are interested in other ways to support your lodge, please contact our Lodge's
Exalted Ruler Rick Wolffe at exaltedruler@summitelks1246.org.
And to our 1200 members who have already paid their dues we again say THANK YOU!!

Scholarship Deadline Extended
NJ Elks Vocational Scholarship- Each of the 12 districts
in NJ give a one-time $1,000 award to two students, one
male and one female. It is for students who have
completed their secondary education requirements and
plan to attend or are attending a post secondary school to
pursue a certificate or credential in a vocational or
technical program. The NJ Elks Vocational Scholarship submission deadline has
been extended to June 15 from May 15. Applications are available on line by
clicking here.

New Jersey Elks Family Scholarship - These $750 scholarships are available to
children, grand-children and great-grandchildren (step-children, step-grandchildren
and step-great-grand-children) of New Jersey Elks. High school seniors as well as
college freshman, sophomores and juniors can apply. A student should apply each
year of eligibility. NJ Elks Family Scholarship timeline will be slightly modified.
Application must be to the Sponsoring Elks lodge secretary by June 30 (a two-week
extension). Judging will take place by mid-August and all applicants will be notified
via email as to their status by August 24. The application is posted on our Lodge
web site and can be reached by clicking here.

Congrats to ENF Legacy Scholarship Award Winners!
Elks National Foundation (ENF) Legacy Awards - Scholarships for the children and
grandchildren (step child or step grandchild) of dues-paying Elks members. Each Legacy
Award recipient will receive a $4,000 scholarship ($1,000 per year for four years).
We are proud to announce three children/grandchildren from our lodge were awarded the
Legacy Scholarship. They are:
Rose Eisenmenger attends Washington High School in Minnesota and is the
daughter of member, David Eisenmenger
Alisabeth Fiamingo attends Governor Livingston High School and is the daughter
of member James Fiamingo
Samuel Williams attends Pingry School and is the son of member Thomas
Williams
ENF awards 300 of these scholarships nationally and 13 were awarded to New Jersey
students. We are very pleased that 3 of the 13 are from our Lodge, and one other from
Rahway Lodge which is in our East Central District for New Jersey.
Children and grandchildren will compete separately against other children and
grandchildren in their state. Each state is eligible to receive a number of awards based on
its past support of the Elks National Foundation. Each state’s quota is divided evenly
among children and grandchildren. In states where the quota is an uneven number, the
extra award is allocated to children of Elks, rather than grandchildren. All applications had
to have been submitted by January 31, 2020.
The Selection Committee is appointed by the ENF Board of Trustees, and consists of
professionals who are not connected with either the Elks National Foundation or the BPO
Elks of the USA. The Selection Committee is responsible for the confidential review of
each applicant's file. They determine the Legacy Award winners. All decisions are final.
The ENF Legacy Awards contest provides educational assistance to children and
grandchildren of Elk members who are high school seniors, going on to college, and
exhibit the core values of the Elks National Foundation:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Knowledge
Charity
Community
Integrity

The Selection Committee judges applications based on the above values. There will be no
further investigation of the prospective students or their parents with respect to financial
need or other personal matters.

Wildwoods Convention Cancelled
Unfortunately the Wildwoods Convention is
canceled this year. We were all looking
forward to spending time together, visiting

with friends from other lodges and
marching in the parade. Next year
everything will be bigger and better!

Rooftop Update
The Pictures tell the story. Our Rooftop Lounge is almost ready!

The Ballroom is Ready to Host Events Again!

The Roof Top Lounge is Almost Ready Too!

The City of Summit and State of NJ have approved the new elevator, and the final fire,
electrical and building inspections are scheduled for early May, which will allow us to
receive our Certificate of Occupancy. When we are allowed to open again the Rooftop
Lounge should be open. We are closing out the contract with the General Contractor and
they have a punch list of final items which are expected to be completed next week.
Donor Wall Tile Installation
As the contractor has been working the punch list, fellow Elks Steve Escott and Tom
Vierschilling (pictured below) were busy last week preparing for the installation of our
donor Benefactor Wall Tiles. As shown, they prepared a section of the wall for the
installation of the back-lit BPOE 1246 sign, which was recently installed and is pictured
below. The last step is the installation of more than 450 inscribed wall tiles from our
generous member donors. We have an order for an additional 28 wall tiles expected to be
shipped this week from our woodmaker in Charlotte, NC. We may have room for an
additional 25 tiles and plan to make at least one more order to the woodmaker. If you
would like to get an inscribed donor wall tile before the window closes, please click here.

Fellow Members Tom Vierschilling and Steve Escott Prepare Blanks for Sign Installation

The BPOE 1246 Back-Lit Sign Installation In Progress

The Finished Sign and Donor Wall Ready for Installation of Inscribed Donor Wall Tiles

The Inscribed Donor Wall Tiles Staged For Installation

Charles Baker Allewelt
It is with great sadness we report the peaceful passing of Charles Baker Allewelt, on the
23rd of April, 2020. He was 94 years old. As both a Summit Resident for almost 50 years,
and a Summit Elks member for 32 years, Charlie was a friend to all he met.
Charlie was born on May 25, 1925 in Hanover, PA, where he spent his young years until
graduating from High School in 1944. He then enlisted in the U.S. Navy, and served his
country aboard the USS Demeter, achieving the rank of Seaman 1st Class, and was
honorably discharged in June, 1946.
Charlie, AKA “Penn State Charlie”, was so named for his enthusiasm of all things Penn
State, where he graduated with a Commerce and Finance degree in 1950. He was a
lifelong member of the Penn State Alumni Association, and a big fan of Nittany Lyons
Football, following every game and season. His eyes would sparkle as he reveled in many
of those victories and close games.
After college, Charlie worked at various financial institutions and law firms until his
retirement in 1995. Charlie never married, and has no next of kin. He will be sorely missed,
and never forgotten.
A private memorial awaits Charlie at the family plot in his home town of Hanover, PA.

Brandon Darling
Our member Denise Capoano's son, Brandon, 25, peacefully departed on April 14, 2020 at
his home in Chatham, NJ. Brandon was born October 14, 1994.
All his life Brandon suffered from Lennox-Gastaut Syndrome, a severe epileptic disorder.
Though this tough battle hindered his capabilities, he never complained or let it stop him
from enjoying life with his family.
Brandon had a contagious smile and loved all things related to dinosaurs. His favorite
activities included bowling, miniature golf and shooting hoops with his parents and
siblings. Brandon attended Camp Moore both as a child and an adult.
He is survived by his parents Craig & Denise and his siblings Shannon, Justin, Alexandria,
and Carson, and his dog and best buddy, Harley. He is also survived by Grandma Darling,
Grandma & Grandpa Capoano, his stepmother Andrea, stepbrother Kenny and stepsister
Windin, and many cousins, aunts and uncles.
Brandon's funeral was held Tuesday April 21. Donations can be made
to www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/shannon-darling/brandon

Sean Christian Keville
It is with great sorrow that we report the passing of brother, Sean Christian Keville from
complications of Covid-19 on Wednesday April 8th at University Hospital, Newark, NJ.
Sean was born on December 25, 1972 in Bryn Mawr, PA and was a resident of New
Providence with his wife Madeline and daughter Maggie.
Sean was a Division III All-American quarterback at Moravian College in Bethlehem, PA,
where he set numerous records. He went on to earn an MBA from Fordham University and
later his CFA Charter. His professional career began at Morgan Stanley, where he also
met the love of his life, his future wife Madeline. Sean joined R Seelaus & Co. in Chatham
where he held the position of Senior Vice President.
Sean loved attending his daughter Maggie's school events, dance recitals and

competitions, always encouraging her to do her best. His love of football never waned,
following local teams and often seen attending his nephews' games. Though joining a
family of Giant fans, he remained a die hard Philadelphia Eagle fan.
Sean is survived by his wife Madeline (nee Kissane), his adoring daughter Maggie, his
mother Patricia Keville and her husband Bob Weaver, siblings Kimberley (Jim) Logan and
Ryan (Amber) Keville as well as the entire Kissane family. In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the following:
Donations can be made in trust for Maggie's education

Visiting Other Lodges
With travel bans in effect, we will be postponing our section on "Visiting Other Lodges",
until it is safe again to travel and Lodges are open for business. Instead we are copying
John Krasinski's "Some Good News". We are asking you to share what you are doing at
home with your family, a good neighbor story or anything funny and positive. Send us a
photo with your story and we will get it in the next Newsletter. Send to
kathleen@harrisonreed.com. The first one is below!

Some Good News
Tuesday night bartender and member, Mark Harrison continues to work on his cocktails.
Unfortunately they are only for his wife, Kathleen, and daughter Kaitlyn and an empty tip
jar!

Special Thanks
If there is a healthcare worker, EMS, Police, Firemen or anyone else who is helping us
through the Corona Virus that you would like to recognize/thank? Send us their name and
what they do and we will add your thanks to our newsletter each month.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
Deerpath Construction
With over 40 years of experience, Deerpath

has become an established leader in the
field of historic restoration and
preservation. Our services include
rehabilitation, stonework, masonry
cleaning, brickwork and waterproofing. Visit
us at http://deerpath.com/

TSP Capital Management Group
Our professional team provides customized investment
management services for individuals, families and trusts.
We are registered with the SEC under the investment
advisers act of 1940. Please visit us at tspcapitalmgt.com
or contact Senior Portfolio Manager Richard "Rick" Wolffe,
CFA by clicking here.

Fiorino Ristorante
Fiorino Ristorante’s interior is warm,
reflecting the clubby sensibilities of the
surrounding area while also paying tribute
to Siena, Florence and Tuscany’s storied
past. The multi-room restaurant offers a
choice to observe passers-by in the glass
storefront, at the twenty-seat mahogany
bar, the main dining room or the wine room,
surrounded by wine bottles on display
behind mahogany and glass doors. Visit us
at http://fiorino.com/

Reiner Insurance
Trust comes first. As a full service, independent agency,
Reiner Insurance is dedicated to working with you to
pinpoint the right coverage for your specific needs. If you
are looking for top quality insurance at competitive rates,
you’ve come to the right place. Our knowledgeable agents
can write policies throughout New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania. For more information, e-mail Jack Reiner by
clicking here and please visit us at reinerinsurance.com.

Avelino & Hartlaub
Avelino & Hartlaub, LLP is a boutique law
firm created by the merger of two dynamic,

long-standing Summit, NJ firms: Hartlaub &
Dotten and the Avelino Law Firm. Our
attorneys offer experience in a wide array of
practice areas, including real estate; wills, estates & trusts; tax law; land use law; litigation;
and corporate matters. For more information, e-mail Jude Avelino by clicking here and visit
us at avelinohartlaub.com.

DCC Diversified Capital Credit
DCC makes Financing your Business
Equipment Fast & Easy! Visit us
at: www.dicapcredit.com. or 908-647-4500.
“Providing Businesses with the Means
to get to ahead for over 25 years.”

We Are Big On Business
Whether you are just getting started or are
already established, we have business
banking solutions that will help move your
business forward. Contact Janine Grieco at
the Summit Branch at 908-273-8150, or
visit us on-line at investorsbank.com

Classic Construction
Classic Construction Services specializes
in all types of home improvements and
commercial renovations. We are a full
service construction and home
improvement company that has remodeled
many homes in Summit and surrounding
areas. Our services include additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, renovations, roofing,
masonry, carpentry, painting, new
construction, windows, doors, ceilings,
decks and we also specialize in mold,
water and fire remediation. 908-273-5252
Click here for more information

For more information and for rates to post sponsors' ads, please contact our Editor-inChief, kathleen@harrisonreed.com.

LINKS FOR ADDITIONAL ELKDOM NEWS
Summit Elks Lodge 1246: summitelks1246.org
Grand Lodge: elks.org
New Jersey Elks www.njelks.org
Elks National Foundation elks.org/enf
Grand Lodge District Deputy Barbara Brennan
District Vice President Danielle Reed

