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Reminders
Dues renewal...if you have not
paid your annual dues you can do
so by clicking here.
If you have changed your email
address, please make sure our
secretary has your new email. All
correspondence from our Lodge is
through email. You don't want to
miss out!
Please visit the websites of our new
sponsors found at the end of this
newsletter
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The Holidays
With the holiday season upon us, we
need to make sure we all continue to
strictly follow our social distancing and
guest rules.
We are very pleased that all of our
members are doing their best to
follow these rules. To protect our
license to serve, please remember
further that:
All members and guests must sign in at the front desk
Seating is restricted to 25% capacity by Executive Order of the
Governor
To place an order for food or drink with our wait staff you must be
seated at a table...Please DO NOT approach the bar
Face coverings must remain on at all times in the Lodge and can be
removed only when seated at your table while eating or drinking
Standing, walking and milling around the patio or anywhere in the
lodge is a violation
Members are responsible for the conduct of their guests
Your compliance with these guidelines ensures all visitors to the lodge enjoy a
safe experience.
Best wishes to you and yours for a happy and healthy holiday season,
Rick Wolffe
exaltedruler@summitelks1246.org
Mike Helmer
chairoftrustees@summitelks1246.org

Get to know Past Exalted Ruler and Trustee, Mike Williams

Former Exalted Ruler and Trustee Mike Williams has been a Summit Elk for 33 years and
will continue his service as an officer in 2021. Continuing with our monthly officer
profiles, Mike drafted the below story to introduce himself to any Lodge members who
haven't had the pleasure of meeting him. Thank you for all you do, Mike!
Hello. I am Mike Williams and I have been asked to tell you a little bit about myself and my
involvement with the Summit Elks.
I have been a Summit Elk for 33 years following in the tradition of my father and
grandfather who were members of the Providence Elks Lodge 14. This tradition will be
carried on as my daughter, my son, two of my sons in law and my grandson are all
members of our Lodge 1246.
I retired from the U.S. Postal Service in December 2001 and have been very active in our
Lodge ever since. I was elected Treasurer in the spring of 2001 and have served as an
Officer of the Lodge ever since in some capacity including four terms as Exalted Ruler. I
have also served on several Committees and have been Chairman of most of them at one
time or another. I also have been active in almost every event held by the Lodge, the East
Central District and the NJ State Elks. When I became Treasurer of the Lodge in 2001 we
had membership of 154 Members and have grown dramatically since.
On a personal note, I lived in Rhode Island for the first 39 years of my life and was
fortunate to spend my two-year service in the U.S. Navy on the USS Willis A, Lee DL4 a
ship with the Home Port of Newport RI. The ship was 14 miles from my house. My service
in the Navy also entitled me to continue my education under the GI bill and I earned my
Bachelor of Science and Master of Business Degrees from the University of Rhode Island.
I also spend much of the summer in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont so I am still a New
Englander at heart.
I am sure that our Summit Elks Lodge 1246 will continue to grow and be successful in all
our endeavors.

Cigar Night Celebrates Our Veterans

In honor of those men and woman who served in the United States Armed Services, the
lodge saluted our Vets for their service. The celebration started with the the sounds of the
Emerald Society Piper & Drum with fellow Elk, drummer Terrance and pipers Ed and
Jimmy, followed by 50 ticketed guests taking part in the first Cigar Night at the Lodge.
Participants received two premium cigars and a tasting glass to sample the arrays of
scotch, bourbon and whiskey. Ten lucky winners of the Tricky Tray went home with gifts
ranging from a golf bag, ice chest, Tiffany glasses and skis. Thank you to everyone who
donated.
The net proceeds from this fundraiser were just over $3,300 and will be split between
Summit Lodge 1246 Veterans Charities and the Elks National Foundation's Pearl Harbor
Memorial Renovation Program.

State of NJ Honors One of Our Own, Michele Matsikoudis

The Senate and General Assembly of New Jersey saluted Michele Matsikoudis, a Summit
Elk, who was honored during the First New Jersey Veterans Network Award Presentation
on November 11, 2020.
This prestigious honor is in grateful recognition of her extraordinary dedication to our
state's veterans and her overall service to the community. Michele has given her time and
energy to the New Jersey Veterans Network's mobile outreach program, and her efforts
have encouraged veterans and their families to live better lives by connecting them with
resources to meet their needs.
The New Jersey Legislature acknowledges Michele and praises her as an individual of
remarkable character and exceptional determination.

Summit Elks Come to the Aid of Boy Scouts
Boy Scout Gustavo from Troop 573 on a
camping trip with Chatham Troop 28 earlier
this month with gear provided by a grant
from Summit Lodge 1246.

Lodge Getting Ready for the Holidays

Thank you Short Hills Ski Club for
decorating the tree and getting the Lodge in
the Holiday spirit.

Summit Elks Charity Raffle
Buy Your Ticket to Win a Private Event on the Rooftop!

We are running a Charity Raffle with the drawing on New Year's Eve. All proceeds will
benefit our Elk Charities - programs for Special Children, Veterans and Youth Activities.
There are three Raffle Prizes
First Prize - Rental date for a private function on the rooftop valued at $7,000
Second Prize - Bottle of 25 Year Macallan valued at $1,800

Third Prize - Rooftop wall tile valued at $1,250
The per ticket donation is $100 and can be made at the bar. All proceeds will be deposited
in a dedicated bank account to be distributed to our Elk Charities and reported to the NJ
Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission.

Frozen Turkey Drive
Elks Helping Their Neighbors

Mike Helmer presenting a check for $500 to Other Fellows First Foundation in support of
the Frozen Turkey fundraiser
Once again the Summit Elks joined the Summit Volunteer First Aid Squad and Other
Fellow First Foundation and the American Legion for the 13th Annual Frozen Turkey Drive.
Turkeys and non-perishable food, gift cards and monetary donations were dropped off in
front of the Summit Diner. Over 300 turkeys were donated.

Every Sunday since Easter, and on Thanksgiving Day, the Summit Elks have dropped off
to the Overlook Emergency Room staff -- our heroes -- two dozen bagels, cream cheese
and butter. On Thanksgiving, in addition to the bagels, Lou DeSocio also dropped off two
Philly Fluffs from Natale's Bakery. This simple gesture is so appreciated by the staff, who
thank the Summit Elks for their kindness and consideration. Pictured above is Lou while
contributing the bagels to E.R. staff.

Keep the Members Coming!

Monday, November 10th we initiated our largest group yet, 29 new members, bringing our
membership up to 2,238. Please welcome David Baldwin, Thomas Bliemel, Michael Cain,
Jonas Carr, Jack Cranley, Rob DeChiaro, F. Jim Della Salla, Kathy Della Salla, Alkesh
Gianchandi, Michael Gormley, Celia O'Rourke Haggerty, Luke Hartman, Matt Higgins, Jill
Hoefs, Patrick Hynes, Debra Karat, Barry Kelleher, James Lacey, Michael Lupton, Brian
Matthews, Seema McGrath, Mike Nelson, Kristin Shea, Daniel Tyrrell, Brian Wieber, Peter
Wilby, Alun Williams, Jack Williams, and Jeff Wyckoff.

Be Bold - Get Cold
Every year, thousands of brave plungers take these words to heart as they take an
icy dip into the Atlantic Ocean. The plunges are a great way for everyone – individuals,

teams, organizations and businesses to help raise money for Camp Moore. Giggling and
clapping participants and spectators line up in freezing weather. Will you take the plunge
this year?

Committee Updates

ENF DONOR RECOGNITION
October was ENF Month and an extremely successful one! We want to thank all those
members who generously contributed to the Elks National Foundation and through
October 31 th ,2020 our Per Member Donations increased to $5.42, our rank jumped to
#27 out of 111 NJ lodges and we have exceeded our Goal of $4.80 per member!
Thanks to Elks generosity, we will qualify for next year’s grants where a lodge must
achieve the Per Member donation level. This is a great achievement and these grants will
allow us to continue our charitable mission of building stronger communities. Our donors’
support provides youth with a healthy beginning, honors veterans and funds projects that
improve the quality of life in our local communities.
The following is a list of the ENF contribution tiers and the number of donors within each
tier from 04/01/20 through 10/31/20. We have several members who are part of the
Fidelity Club membership, which indicates a recurring monthly donation.
HOPE ($5,000.00+) - 1 member
MERCY ($250.00+) - 5 members (1 Fidelity Club)
JUSTICE ($100.00+) - 10 members (5 Fidelity Club)

PEACE ($50.00+) - 8 members (2 Fidelity Club)
CANDIDATE ($10.00+) - 190 members (2 Fidelity Club)
Please consider supporting ENF with a contribution by clicking on the link to access the
Elks/ENF.
Click here to make a donation

Veterans
On Monday, November 16 members from Lodges in Union and Morris counties met at the
Rahway Lodge to fill gift bags for Veterans at the Lyons VA. Over 100 bags were filled
with socks, gloves, snacks, toiletries and commissary cards. Our Veterans Chairman Lou
DeSocio, pictured above standing on the right, was there lending a helping hand.
Elks pledge "So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks will never forget them."
Sadly due to Covid all other Vertans events planned for the Holidays have been cancelled.

Special Children
The Committee met and discussed fundraising which is challenging due to the 25-person
limit. The Charity Ball will be held on April 24th with the host Lodge decided by February
1st. Applications for Camp Moore are on our website, and we have already received five
applications. The Lodge approved sponsorship of 20 campers @ $200 per camper for
2021. We received back $2,600 from last summer's canceled program. The next meeting
is set for December 7th at the Stirling Lodge.

Camp Moore Fundraiser

New Jersey State Elks Association Special Children's Committee is hosting a Boon
Supply Fundraiser. It's easy, no order forms, 40% of purchases go to Camp Moore. To
view the wide array of items and place your order click here.

Americanism

Calling all 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Grade Students
2020-2021 GRAND LODGE AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST

How Can Patriotism be Demonstrated?
The theme for the 2020-2021 Grand Lodge Americanism Essay Contest is "How Can
Patriotism be Demonstrated?" This patriotic contest gives school children enrolled in
grades 5-8 the opportunity to express their views on pride in America. Length of essay is
not to exceed 300 words, and must be submitted to the Lodge by December 15, 2020.
Judging criteria will be based on originality, development of theme and mechanics, proper
spelling, grammar and neatness.
Plaques will be awarded by the Grand Lodge for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place for national
winning essays in Division I (Grades 5 and 6) and Division II (Grades 7 and 8). Winners
will be announced at the Grand Lodge Session in Tampa, Florida July 4-7, 2021.

Art Work Submissions
In addition, students may also submit artwork. All artwork will be displayed in the Lodge
and will be held through February to be entered in our annual Lodge Essay and Art
contest. All essays submitted for this National contest will also be entered in our Lodge's

Essay contest in February.
For more Information and to download application click here

Scholarship Committee
2021 Student Scholarship
Legacy Awards Contest
The 2021 Legacy Awards Contests run from September 1,
2020 to February 5, 2021. Legacy Awards are $4,000
scholarships available to children and grandchildren of Elk
members. The state of New Jersey has 10 awards
allocated to our state. For more information on the award
click here

Membership
This month we approved 39 candidates and reinstated 3 members bringing our
membership to 2,238, we still have 223 delinquent members.

Visiting Other Lodges
If your travels take you near an Elks Lodge in the area you are visiting, please go and say
hello. Take a picture there and we will publish it in our next issue.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
Deerpath Construction
With over 40 years of experience, Deerpath
has become an established leader in the

field of historic restoration and
preservation. Our services include
rehabilitation, stonework, masonry
cleaning, brickwork and waterproofing. Visit
us at http://deerpath.com/

TSP Capital Management Group
Our professional team provides customized investment
management services for individuals, families and trusts.
We are registered with the SEC under the investment
advisers act of 1940. Please visit us at tspcapitalmgt.com
or contact Senior Portfolio Manager Richard "Rick" Wolffe,
CFA by clicking here.

Fiorino Ristorante
Fiorino Ristorante’s interior is warm,
reflecting the clubby sensibilities of the
surrounding area while also paying tribute
to Siena, Florence and Tuscany’s storied
past. The multi-room restaurant offers a
choice to observe passers-by in the glass
storefront, at the twenty-seat mahogany
bar, the main dining room or the wine room,
surrounded by wine bottles on display
behind mahogany and glass doors. Visit us
at http://fiorino.com/

Reiner Insurance
Trust comes first. As a full service, independent agency,
Reiner Insurance is dedicated to working with you to
pinpoint the right coverage for your specific needs. If you
are looking for top quality insurance at competitive rates,
you’ve come to the right place. Our knowledgeable agents
can write policies throughout New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania. For more information, e-mail Jack Reiner by
clicking here and please visit us at reinerinsurance.com.

Avelino & Hartlaub
Avelino & Hartlaub, LLP is a boutique law
firm created by the merger of two dynamic,

long-standing Summit, NJ firms: Hartlaub &
Dotten and the Avelino Law Firm. Our
attorneys offer experience in a wide array of
practice areas, including real estate; wills, estates & trusts; tax law; land use law; litigation;
and corporate matters. For more information, e-mail Jude Avelino by clicking here and visit
us at avelinohartlaub.com.

DCC Diversified Capital Credit
DCC makes Financing your Business
Equipment Fast & Easy! Visit us
at: www.dicapcredit.com. or 908-647-4500.
“Providing Businesses with the Means
to get to ahead for over 25 years.”

We Are Big On Business
Whether you are just getting started or are
already established, we have business
banking solutions that will help move your
business forward. Contact Janine Grieco at
the Summit Branch at 908-273-8150, or
visit us on-line at investorsbank.com

Classic Construction
Classic Construction Services specializes
in all types of home improvements and
commercial renovations. We are a full
service construction and home
improvement company that has remodeled
many homes in Summit and surrounding
areas. Our services include additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, renovations, roofing,
masonry, carpentry, painting, new
construction, windows, doors, ceilings,
decks and we also specialize in mold,
water and fire remediation. 908-273-5252
Click here for more information

For more information and for rates to post sponsors' ads, please contact our Editor-inChief, kathleen@harrisonreed.com.

LINKS FOR ADDITIONAL ELKDOM NEWS
Summit Elks Lodge 1246: summitelks1246.org
Grand Lodge: elks.org
New Jersey Elks www.njelks.org
Elks National Foundation elks.org/enf
District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Richard Wood: draculaa@comcast.net
District Vice President Doreen Duffy: jem319@aol.com

