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ELK TRACKS
Summit Elks Lodge # 1246
February 2021 Newsletter

Volume 3 / Issue 2
2020-2021 Officers
Exalted Ruler - Rick Wolffe
exaltedruler@summitelks1246.org
Est Leading Knight - Amy Matthews
Est Loyal Knight - Ken Gerard
Est Lecturing Knight - Ted Scallon
Esquire - Lou DeSocio, PER
Secretary - Lauren Cook
secretary@summitelks1246.org
Treasurer - Carolyn Cherry
Treasurer@summitelks1246.org
Chaplain - Pete Holmes
Inner Guard - Pete Reinhardt
Tiler - Michael Yanacone
Trustee - 5 Yr. - Steve Matthews
Trustee - 4 Yr. - Luke Beshar
Trustee – 3 Yr. - Mike Williams, PER
Trustee – 2 Yr. - Rich Callaghan
Trustee – 1 Yr. - Mike Helmer, Chair
chairoftrustees@summitelks1246.org
Presiding Justice – Mike Mezzacca
Mediator – Steve Timoni

Committee Chairs
Americanism - Tim Saburn
Audit - Maria Manion
Construction - Rich Callaghan
Drug Awareness - Lou DeSocio, PER
Elks National Foundation - Kathy Preacher
House - Mike Williams
Insurance - Ken Gerard
Scholarship - John DeSocio, PER
Special Children - Ted Scallon

Please send suggestions to
Editor-in-Chief
kathleen@harrisonreed.com

Reminders
Dues renewal...if you have not
paid your annual dues for this
year, which were due 11 months
ago on March 31, you can do so
by clicking here.
Invoices for next year's dues,
which are due this March 31, were
e-mailed to all members.
If you have changed your email
address, please make sure our
secretary has your new email. All
correspondence from our Lodge is
through email. You don't want to
miss out!
Please visit the websites of our new
sponsors found at the end of this
newsletter

In This Issue
Welcome new Editor-in-Chief
Samantha Vezzosi
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Technology - Lennie Nuara
lennie.nuara@summitelks1246.org
Veterans - Lou DeSocio, PER
Youth - Mike Williams
Newsletter - Kathleen Harrison, Scott Schnipper,
Pete Holmes, Andrew Bowyer
PER - Past Exalted Ruler

Interview with Lou DeSocio
Officers for 2021/2022
Support Megan Friscia
Dues for 2021/2022
New Members Initiated
In Memoriam
Folding the American Flag
Committee Updates
Message From Our District Deputy
Grand Exalted Ruler and District VP
Advertising Sponsors

New Editor-in-Chief of ELK TRACKS
I have resigned as Editor-in-Chief of our Lodge newsletter, ELK TRACKS and this issue is
my swan song. It was a pleasure to work with Rick Wolffe and start the newsletter, and
was very fortunate to work with Scott Schnipper, who edited the newsletter and corrected
all my mistakes, Andrew Bowyer who is the editor of our "Get to Know Your Officers"
section and Pete Holmes who was a constant help. I would also like to thank Lucy, who
got me involved in the newsletter in the first place.
I am pleased to introduce you to Samantha Vezzosi, who has agreed to take over as
Editor-in-Chief. I am sure many of you already know Samantha from the Lodge. Samantha
could use everyone's help -- keep her updated on news and send in pictures from Lodges
you visit.
I would like to thank everyone for their support and help in getting the newsletter off the
ground and keeping it going.
See you at the Lodge
Kathleen Harrison
Outgoing Editor-in-Chief

LET'S BACK MEGAN'S RUN FOR CHARITY
On November 7, our volunteer bartender Megan Friscia is running in the New York City
Marathon as a member of Team Answer the Call to support the "New York City Police and
Fire Widows and Children's Benefit Fund."
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Megan is running in honor of all those first responders who were killed during the terrorist
attack on 9/11, including her late uncle Fireman Timothy Patrick McSweeney, who was
killed in the World Trade Center.
Megan is the daughter of Sister Elk and volunteer bartender Patricia Friscia, Fireman
McSweeney's sister.
Donations to support Megan's Run are being collected at the Rooftop Bar.
Let's Back Megan on her run for this very important charity!

Megan's uncle and Pat's brother Timothy
McSweeney from FDNY Ladder 3 in
Greenwich Village perished in the 9/11
attacks.

Megan and her uncle Timothy
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Two of our favorite volunteer bartenders, who always have a smile on their face, Pat and
Megan Friscia. Help support Megan's run for several charities.

Get to Know Lou DeSocio, Esquire

Lou DeSocio has held numerous leadership roles at the Summit Elks and will serve
as Esquire in 2021. Continuing with our monthly officer profiles, Lou drafted the
below story to introduce himself to any Lodge members who haven't had the
pleasure of meeting him. Thank you for all you do, Lou!
1. Tell us a little about yourself please.
I was born in Brooklyn and moved to Summit many years ago. I owned a video/audio
store in Brooklyn for 25 years, then I had an opportunity to take over a similar business in
Summit from an old business partner. My brother worked on Wall Street and came out one
Sunday to see the town and help me make the decision. All it took was one day and he
said, “We’re selling the house in Brooklyn and moving to Summit.” We’ve lived here ever
since.
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2. How long have you been an ELK? Why did you join?
I joined the Elks January 1, 1982. I thought to myself, this must be the best kept secret in
town. I realized right away my values were in line with those of the Elks. First off, I’m proud
to be an American, then I saw what the Lodge does for veterans and special needs
children. There were less than 200 members when I joined, and now we’re the second
biggest lodge in the state.
3. I know you have been exalted ruler and have served as officers of the Elks
before. What positions have you held?
I became inner guard almost right after joining. My second position was Esquire, a big
jump due to the large speaking role. That was one of my favorite positions – I actually
learned to recite initiation ceremonies from memory. Then I became Leading Knight, and I
stepped in as Exalted Ruler when the Exalted Ruler at the time was absent. They finally
convinced me to become Exalted Ruler, then I served as a trustee after my term. I
currently serve as Esquire, chairman of the Drug Awareness Committee and chairman of
the Veterans’ Committee. After serving a previous term as Veterans’ chairman, I took the
position again because I love being involved as much as possible.
4. You have always been heavily involved with the veterans. What has been your
favorite program?
The Lodge has always been supportive of our veterans, and that makes me proud. Every
year, we do a coat drive and it’s sad how many veterans arrive in the freezing cold. This
visual strikes a chord in my heart every year, and one year I ended up buying a pair of
shoes for a gentleman, as well.
5. How do we get more members involved in committees?
Whether it’s recruiting new members or persuading active members to join committees, I
always believe, you have to prime the pump. We fixed the place up and word spread
around town, then the floodgates opened. The perception was that Elks were a bunch of
old guys sitting around drinking beer. I used to say, “Do you realize we provide the second
most scholarships of any national organization, second only to the U.S. Government?” We
need to make all members aware of the great work we do.
6. What do you consider to be the biggest opportunity for growth/improvement at
our Lodge?
I love the fact that younger members have begun joining – we are growing by leaps and
bounds. Hopefully they’ll stick around and become more involved, because growing the
committees, particularly with young people, is the biggest opportunity for growth at our
Lodge.
We have so many committees, and I urge new members to find something they like (youth
activities, scholarship, drug awareness, special needs, etc.) and offer their support. I love
to hear when members walk up to me and say, “I’ve got a great idea.” I tell them to get
more involved. We never want to stifle creativity. We should also know what other lodges
are doing and be willing to form partnerships.
7. What do you like most about being a member of the Benevolent and Protective
Order of the Elks?
I’m most proud of our charity involvement, particularly with veterans and special needs
children. Elks Camp Moore in Passaic County is one of my favorite weeks of the year. We
provide 1:1 – and sometimes 2:1 – attention between supervisors and campers. The
campers always have a great time and look forward to returning each year. It’s also nice to
give parents a week-long break from caregiving.
8. You have been asked to be a State Trustee representing the East Central
District. What will that entail?
More meetings – ha! I’m proud to do whatever I can to help this great organization, and
I’m honored to be a State Trustee. There will be about 10 meetings per year, and we’ll
discuss and vote on high-level decisions like the state budget, insurance, etc.
9. Thank you for your continued service to the Summit Elks. Any closing
thoughts?
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I would like to acknowledge the leadership of the Summit Elks #1246; Lucy in particular,
who feels like a sister or mother for so many of us.

Bagels for Overlook ER
For a year now, since Covid started, Lou
DeSocio has been delivering bagels to the
staff at Overlook Hospital ER.
At a recent Lodge meeting, members
approved $200.00 a month to reimburse
Lou to deliver pizza to the Summit police
department and bagels to the Overlook ER
every weekend.

ANNUAL ELECTION HELD ON WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 17
The following officers were voted on and accepted:
Exalted Ruler - Rick Wolffe
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Leading Knight - Amy Matthews
Loyal Knight - Ken Gerard
Lecturing Knight - Ted Scallon
Secretary - Lauren Cook
Treasurer - Carolyn Cherry
Five Year Trustee - Mike Helmer
Thank you to all who serve to make the Summit Lodge 1246 the best lodge in New
Jersey!

OUR DONOR WALL WELCOMES
Colgate
Dayton
Florida State
NYU LAW
Rice
Tufts
Virginia
and
West Point
Each wall tile
has been fully funded
by member donations.
DONATIONS STILL NEEDED FOR
Boston College
Duke
Holy Cross
Notre Dame
Ohio State
Penn State
Sacred heart
Seton Hall
Trinity
UCONN
Villanova
Each of these schools are
plus or minus half way
to the $1,000 required
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Recommended donations range from $100 to $200 per member, but any amount is
welcome.
Our thanks go to the following members for stepping up to promote their favorite
colleges:
Dan Brennan
Bob Burke
Jeff Carp
Billy Carroll
Carmine De Sibio
Tommy De Sibio
Bob English
Henry Espinosa
Bryan Felt
Paul Groce
Mike Helmer
Lucy Leonard
MJ McDermott
Kevin McGrath
Kevin Morano
Rob Munoz
Adam Parnes
Pat Roughley
Karl Thomason
Steve Timoni
Mary Twill
Doug Voight
Rick Wolffe
Mike Williams
The price for these custom painted, 6x6 tiles is $1,000 each. Once each tile is fully
funded, it will be installed on the donor wall.
For those who can help their alma mater make it on the donor wall, or if you would like to
put your alma mater on the wall, please e-mail our chairman Mike Helmer
at chairoftrustees@summitelks1246.org
Checks should be made out to Summit Lodge #1246

Folding the American Flag
On Sunday Feb 20 several of our volunteer servers and their dads folded our flag and our
chaplain Peter Holmes shared the significance of each of the 13 folds to make the iconic
triangle of stars. Do you know what the 13 folds mean? If not see below.
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This is what the 13 folds mean:
1. The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life.
2. The second fold signifies our belief in eternal life.
3. The third fold is made in honor and tribute of the veteran departing our
ranks, and who gave a portion of his or her life for the defense of our
country to attain peace.
4. The fourth fold exemplifies our weaker nature as citizens trusting in God;
it is to Him we turn for His divine guidance.
5. The fifth fold is an acknowledgement to our country, for in the words of
Commodore Stephen Decatur, “Our country! In her intercourse with
foreign nations, may she always be in the right; but our country, right or
wrong.”
6. The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that we
pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the
republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.
7. The seventh fold is a tribute to our armed forces, for it is through the
armed forces that we protect our country and our flag against all
enemies.
8. The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the
shadow of death, that we might see the light of day, and to honor our
mother, for whom it flies on Mother’s Day.
9. The ninth fold is an honor to womanhood, for it has been through their
faith, love, loyalty, and devotion that the character of men and women
who have made this country great have been molded.
10. The 10th fold is a tribute to father, for he, too, has given his sons and
daughters for the defense of our country since he or she was first born.
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11. The 11th fold, in the eyes of Hebrew citizens, represents the lower

portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon and glorifies, in their
eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
12. The 12th fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of
eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, the Son and Holy
Ghost.
13. The last fold, when the flag is completed, leaves the stars uppermost,
reminding us of our national motto, “In God We Trust.”

We are pleased that we have implemented the billing system in Quick Books and by now
each of our members in good standing should have received an invoice by e-mail for next
year's dues. Elks membership runs from April 1st to March 31st every year. With our fiscal
year coming to a close this March 31st, we would like to notify all members well in
advance that dues are to be paid by March 31 to avoid having memberships classified as
delinquent by the Grand Lodge. Annual dues are $203.50
The dues for the coming fiscal year are $203.50, which includes the Grand Lodge and
State Association fees. Please see the breakout below.
ANNUAL FEES AND DUES
FISCAL 2021-2022
$182.50 - Regular Annual Dues 12 Months
$ 7.00 - Grand Lodge Insurance
$ 6.50 - Grand Lodge Per Capita
$ 2.00 - NJ Elks State Association Per Capita
$ 5.50 - The Elks Magazine subscription fee
$203.50 Total Due March 31, 2021
Dues can be paid by check payable to "Summit Elks Lodge 1246," and can be dropped off
at the Lodge or mailed to:
Summit Elks Lodge
Attn: Secretary
40 Maple Street
Summit, NJ 07901
Dues can also be paid by credit card on-line or at the Lodge, with an additional processing
fee of 3% which is paid to the credit card company, Square. To pay next year's dues online please click here.

First Initiation of 2021
Due to statewide restrictions, we continue to limit the size of our initiation groups.
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Please welcome our eight new members who were initiated on January 31, 2021: Brian
Barber, Anthony DeSantis, Michael Gonzalez, Dena Gross, Don McCabe, Kevin Schmidt,
Tom Wafer and Ken Wasik.

Following Governor Murphy's Covid-19 updates, we are now able to include more
members in our initiations. On Sunday, February 21st we were able to initiate 16 new
members in one group. Please welcome: Denise Anderson, Andrew Cameron, Ken
Faenza, Peter Flynn, Tim Griffin, John Humphreys, Anisha Levine, Douglas Mayne, Sonia
Nordberg, Steven Piasio, Christian Prevete, PJ Sala, Hayley Shaffer, Brad Sumenek,
Michael Wasserman and Elliott Wolffe.

Rest in Peace Brother Gil Spagnola
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It is with great sadness to report the passing of brother Gil Spagnola this past Wednesday.
Gil served in the Army Reserve and worked for Verizon as an Engineer from 1971 until his
retirement in 2008, where he received a patent for a remote telephone network system.
He loved deep sea fishing, old movies and music, new adventures, and traveling especially to Key West and Lake George, where he visited annually with friends and
family. Gil was a very social and active member of the New Providence community. For 25
years he was President of the Pop Warner Football Program in town and a member of the
Summit Elks Club. Most of all, he loved being surrounded by family and friends, and he
adored his three grandchildren.
Gil is survived by his beloved wife of 50 years, Patricia (Genetti), his loving children
Lauren Robins and her husband Stephen, Norm Spagnola and his wife Rose, and
Dominick Spagnola; and his cherished grandchildren Finley, Keller, and Gaetano “Bubba
G”.
Family and friends are invited to attend the Mass of Christian Burial on Monday, March 1,
2021 at 10:30am at Our Lady of Peace Church, 111 South Street, New Providence, NJ
07974. There will be a Celebration of Life scheduled at a later date, and details will be
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/9a3f62ae-eb7f-4f7d-bbc7-13fc772c3912
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announced. Funeral arrangements are under the direction of Paul Ippolito Berkeley
Memorial, Berkeley Heights.

Committee Updates

Sunday March 21st - Blankets for Babies - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sunday, March 21st from 2:00 – 5:00 we will host our annual Blankets for Babies event in
partnership with the Christ Child Society of Summit (CCS) in the lodge ballroom. We were
awarded the 2020-2021 Beacon Grant from the Elks National Foundation, which will be
used for this worthwhile cause, where we assemble fleece blankets for newborns at use at
local area hospitals.
This year the grant value increased to $3,500, so we are also donating $1,000 of newborn
baby onesies, baby bath towels and pajamas that will be added to the layettes that the
CCS will distribute to new moms/families of lesser means at local hospitals. Thirdly, we
volunteered to collect baby supplies that will complement the layettes, so we are asking all
Elks members to donate items from March 1st – March 21th, the day of the event. Baby
supplies most in need include: baby shampoo, diaper wipes, baby socks, baby wash
and onesies (newborn – 3 months).
This is always a popular event with strong member turnout and we are asking once again
for volunteers to help us assemble the blankets, remove tags from new clothing and
donate needed baby items; this is also a great family activity where kids can participate
and get involved as well. Refreshments will be served along with a wine tasting.

Special Children
New Jersey Elks Special Children Committee Scholarship
Once again it is with a heavy heart that we must inform our members that for the safety of
our campers, staff, members, and families, the Camp Moore Trustees/Advisors meeting
decided that the 2021 Camp season at Camp Moore will be cancelled along with respite
weekends .
Our Lodge will receive a refund for the applications we have sponsored.
The Special Children's Committee of the NJ Elks awards two scholarships in the form of
payment of tuition in an amount not to exceed $2,500 annually for the winner and $1,000
annually for the runner-up, for up to four years each year, contingent on students'
continued excellent scholastic standing, general worthiness, financial need and a physical
and/or mental disability, including learning disabilities. The scholarships will be awarded to
one female and one male. For more Information and to download application click here
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Membership
Summit Lodge #1246 membership currently stands at 2,289 strong, with 159 delinquent
members and 38 candidates awaiting initiation.
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Visiting Other Lodges
If your travels take you near an Elks Lodge in the area you are visiting, please go and say
hello. Take a picture there and we will publish it in our next issue.
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Summit Lodge Inner Guide Peter Reinhardt and Tom Bredahl visited the Park City, Utah
Elks Lodge.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
Deerpath Construction
With over 40 years of experience, Deerpath
has become an established leader in the
field of historic restoration and
preservation. Our services include
rehabilitation, stonework, masonry
cleaning, brickwork and waterproofing. Visit
us at http://deerpath.com/

TSP Capital Management Group
Our professional team provides customized investment
management services for individuals, families and trusts.
We are registered with the SEC under the Investment
Advisers Act of 1940. Please visit us at tspcapitalmgt.com
or contact Senior Portfolio Manager Richard "Rick" Wolffe,
CFA by clicking here.
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Fiorino Ristorante
Fiorino Ristorante’s interior is warm,
reflecting the clubby sensibilities of the
surrounding area while also paying tribute
to Siena, Florence and Tuscany’s storied
past. The multi-room restaurant offers a
choice to observe passers-by in the glass
storefront, at the twenty-seat mahogany
bar, the main dining room or the wine room,
surrounded by wine bottles on display
behind mahogany and glass doors. Visit us
at http://fiorino.com/

Reiner Insurance
Trust comes first. As a full service, independent agency,
Reiner Insurance is dedicated to working with you to
pinpoint the right coverage for your specific needs. If you
are looking for top quality insurance at competitive rates,
you’ve come to the right place. Our knowledgeable agents
can write policies throughout New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania. For more information, e-mail Jack Reiner by
clicking here and please visit us at reinerinsurance.com.

Avelino & Hartlaub
Avelino & Hartlaub, LLP is a boutique law
firm created by the merger of two dynamic,
long-standing Summit, NJ firms: Hartlaub &
Dotten and the Avelino Law Firm. Our attorneys offer experience in a wide array of
practice areas, including real estate; wills, estates & trusts; tax law; land use law; litigation;
and corporate matters. For more information, e-mail Jude Avelino by clicking here and visit
us at avelinohartlaub.com.

DCC Diversified Capital Credit
DCC makes Financing your Business
Equipment Fast & Easy! Visit us
at: www.dicapcredit.com. or 908-647-4500.
“Providing Businesses with the Means
to get to ahead for over 25 years.”

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/9a3f62ae-eb7f-4f7d-bbc7-13fc772c3912

17/19

3/17/2021

Constant Contact

We Are Big On Business
Whether you are just getting started or are
already established, we have business
banking solutions that will help move your
business forward. Contact Janine Grieco at
the Summit Branch at 908-273-8150, or
visit us on-line at investorsbank.com

Classic Construction
Classic Construction Services specializes
in all types of home improvements and
commercial renovations. We are a full
service construction and home
improvement company that has remodeled
many homes in Summit and surrounding
areas. Our services include additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, roofing, masonry,
carpentry, painting, new construction,
windows, doors, ceilings, decks and mold,
water and fire remediation. 908-273-5252
Click here for more information

For more information and for rates to post sponsors' ads, please contact our Editor-inChief, kathleen@harrisonreed.com.

LINKS FOR ADDITIONAL ELKDOM NEWS
Summit Elks Lodge 1246: summitelks1246.org
Grand Lodge: elks.org
New Jersey Elks www.njelks.org
Elks National Foundation elks.org/enf
District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Richard Wood: draculaa@comcast.net
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District Vice President Doreen Duffy: jem319@aol.com
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